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Winter  School  for  Poultry  Farmers — New  South  Wales 

A  short  course  of  instruction  in  poultry  farming  was  again  held  at 
Hawkesbury  Agricultural  College  this  year  and  was  attended  by  14  men  and 
3  women.   This  course,  known  as  the  winter  school  for  poultry  farmers,  has 
"been  held  annually  for  more  than  20  years,  and  offers  an  excellent  opportun- 
ity for  those  desirous  of  acquiring  some  knowledge  of  poultry  farming. 

In  addition  to  practical  instruction  in  the  general  routine  inciden- 
tal to  the  management  of  the  college  poultry  farm,  a  course  of  lectures  and 
demonstrations  is  given  "by  the  poultry  instructor  on  subjects  such  as  hatch- 
ing, rearing,  selection  of  layers,  and  points  of  the  more  important  commer- 
cial breeds.  Farmers  may  also  attend  lectures  on  all  phases  of  agriculture 
by  members  of  the  college  staff. 

The  winter  school  is  usually  held  during  the  end  of  June  and  early 
July,  covering  a  period  of  nearly  3  weeks.   A  nominal  fee  is  charged,  which 
includes  board  and  lodging,  and  medical  attention. 

-  The  Agricultural  Gazette,  vol.  48,  part  8, 
August  1,  1937.   Sydney. 


Field  Days  Popular  Among  Bee  Farmers — -New  South  Wales 

Field  days  for  bee  farmers  on  the  Far  North  Coast  and  the  Tablelands 
will  again  be  organized  this  season  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

The  chief  apiary  instructor  said  that  these  field  days  are  becoming 
increasingly  popular.   Last  year  100  apiarists  attended  each  field  day. 

He  stressed  the  great  value  to  the  industry  of  such  gatherings.   Bee 
farmers  have  the  opportunity  of  securing  the  latest   developments  in  bee 
farming,  and  also  of  seeing  their  practical  application.   He  mentioned  that 
another  avenue  through  which  the  bee  farmer  might  gain  valuable  information 
in  regard  to  his  work  is  provided  through  the  services  of  apiary  inspectors. 

These  inspectors  are  appointed  each  season  for  a  period  of  6  months. 
Their  main  job  is  to  inspect  bees  and  hives,  but  the  apiarist  should  take 
advantage  of  every  opportunity  to  improve  his  knowledge  of  the  industry 
when  these  instructors  are  in  the  district. 

-  "The  Land,"  The  Countryman's  Weekly,  N0.  1370, 
September  3,  1937.   Sydney,  New  South  Wales. 
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BRITISH   GUIANA 


Work  of  the  District  Staff 

The  extension  of  pure-line  padi  in  the  rice-growing  centers  through- 
out the  Colony  continues  to  form  one  of  the  most  important  duties  of  the 
divisional  agricultural  staff.   In  addition  to  the  establishment  of  experi- 
mental demonstration  "blocks  and  pure-line  seed 
Pure-line  Seed  Padi      farms,  instruction  is  also  given  in  roguing 

and  mass  selection  in  the  field.   During  the 
year,  326,400  pounds  of  pure  seed  were  distributed.   A  system  has  been  de- 
vised for  checking  the  progress  made  in  the  quality  of  padi  in  the  various 
districts,  and  as  a  result  it  was  found  that  with  the  exception  of  the  West 
Coast,  Berbice,  pure-line  padi  was  now  well  established  throughout  the 
chief  padi-growing  centers  in  the  Colony. 

The  usual  field  competitions,  rice,  ground  provisions,  and  coffee 
were  held  during  the  year.   The  rice  competitions  in  the  three  counties 
were  confined  to  the  pure-line  seed  farms  established,  with  the  proviso 
that  the  area  established  and  the  seed  reserved  were  to  be  sufficient  to 
supply  the  growers'  seed  requirements  for  the  following  season.   The  coffee 
competitions  were  for  the  best  exhibit  of  Liberian  coffee  of  commercial 
standard,  while  the  ground  provisions  were  confined  to  the  Pomeroon  District 
for  graded  sweetpotatoes.   Money  prizes  were  awarded  to  the  various  winners. 

Administration  Report  of  the  Director  of 
Agriculture  of  British  Guiana  for  the  year 
1936.   Georgetown,  Demerara,  British  Guiana. 


BRAZIL 


Regional  Agriculturists 

The  creation  of  the  "regional  agriculturist"  should  revolutionize 
the  economic  development  of  Brazil  if  the  movement  is  properly  carried  on. 

The  regional  agriculturist  is  a  technician  who,  stationed  in  the 
rural  district,  gfves  his  attention  to  the  n?eds  of  a  definite  region.   He 
advises,  clir. -^  -  .  r.r:i  c  ->■  -  - ,  offers  solutions  to  problem:.,  carries  on  ex- 
periments, sir   -     v-  .  nooerss&ry,  demonstrates  the  advantages  or  disad- 
vant age s  of  c c  r t a  1  o.   agr i c ul t  oral  processes. 

He  holds  a  threefold  position,  Federal,  State,  and  municipal,  yet 
he  is  bound  directly  to  the  farmer,  the  cultivator,  or  the  breeder  by  close 
ties,  on  account  of  the  recompensed  obligation  which  he  has  and  to  which 
the  farmer  himself  agrees. 
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As  the  cases  which  the  regional  agriculturist  must  investigate, 
increase,  it  may  he  of  advantage  and  even  necessary  for  him,  having 
studied  the  local  resources  ard  the  possibilities  of  transportation  and 
of  marketing,  to  point  out  and  introduce  new  methods  of  tillage,  new  breeds, 
and  new  small  industries.   However,  he  should  always  keep  in  mind  quality 
and  uniformity  in  production,  and  later  give  attention  to  volume. 

Success  should  crown  this  experiment  now  being  attempted  if  it  goes 
forward  with  the  persistency  and  the  support  which  every  great  endeavor 
deserves. 

-  0  Campo,  Ano  8,  No.  93,  September  1937. 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil. 


CANADA 


Young  Farmers '  Clubs 

As  a  young  country,  Canada  has  consistently  concentrated  on  the 
encouragement  of  her  youth  movements,  and  about  20  years  ago  she  founded 
the  first  Young  Farmers'  Club  in  order  to  increase  the  general  enthusiasm 

for  farm  and  agricultural  life  and  to  provide 
"Learn  To  Do  by  Doing"     some  degree  of  education  for  those  unable  to 

attend  an  agricultural  school.   Now  there  are 
over  2,300  clubs  in  the  Dominion,  with  a  membership  of  36,000,  and  the 
number  is  growing.   So  efficient  are  the  members  that  they  take  part  in  con- 
tests with  the  older  exponents  of  agriculture,  while  every  year  since  1931 
clubs  have  competed  against  themselves  in  fairs  throughout  the  country,  the 
winning  teams  fighting  out  the  finals  at  the  Royal' Winter  Fair  at  Toronto. 
This  year  31  teams  of  2  members  each,  made  up  of  55  boys  and  7  girls,  made 
their  way  to  Toronto  for  the  finals,  their  fares  being  paid,  and  accommo- 
dations being  found  for  them  at  one  of  the  finest  hotels  in  the  British 
Empire.   There  are  obviously  compensations  in  the  young  farmer's  life.   A 
fundamental  stipulation  of  membership  is  that  every  member  of  a  club  must 
carry  out  the  club  project  in  his  or  her  own  home,  be  it  the  rearing  of 
calves,  chickens,  or  other  livestock.   "Learn  to  do  by  doing"  is  the  club 
motto  and  an  excellent  one,  too. 

The  clubs  do  not  all  aim  at  the  same  project.   Some  concentrate  on 
economics,  others  on  horticulture,  others  still  on  poultry  or  on  bacon. 
Here  are  statistics  which  give  the  relative  popularity  of  various  projects: 


Livestock  and  poultry 

Field  crops 

Horticulture 

Economics. 
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Members 

710 

12,000 

501 

11,000 

233 

3,200 

842 

8,400 

-  4  - 


Obviously  there  are  few  aspects  of  farm  life  which  are  left  outside 
the  club  curriculum,  and  the  high  scoring  in  the  annual  competitions,  he 
they  the  judging  of  horses  or  the  preparation  of  mutton  for  the  market, 
tells  its  own  story  of  the  efficiency  of  the  instruction  which  the  clubs 
receive  from  the  local  experts.   The  Dominion  and  Provincial  Departments 
of  Agriculture  take  an  active  part  in  promoting  the  work  of  the  clubs  and 
assist  generously  in  financing  them.   Never,  surely,  in  agricultural 
matters  was  a  movement  more  worthy  of  support. 


-  Tp.q   Scottish  Parmer,  Vol.  45,  No.  2343, 
December  11,  1937.   Glasgow. 


British  Columbia  Junior  Farmers 


Junior  Farmers  of  the  Fraser  Valley,  organized  under  boys'  and 
girls'  potato  clubs,  terminated  their  193?  season  with  appropriate  gather- 
ings during  Thanksgiving  week,  which  not  only  emulated  the  custom  of  their 

parents  hut  went  one  "better.   Banquets  were 
One  Better  Than       arranged  "by  memhers  of  the  clubs  at  Ladner 
"Old  Folk"  and  Richmond,  and  their  parents  and  sponsors 

were  guests  of  honor.   The  president  of  the 
Ladner  club  and  the  president  of  the  Richmond  club  acted  as  chairmen  of 
the  gatherings  of  their  respective  organizations,  and  their  "first-time" 
effort  made  mothers  and  fathers  sit  up  and  take  notice.   These  celebrations 
were  not  only  social,  hut  smacked  very  much  of  the  business  custom  of 
hoards  of  trade,  service  cluos,  and  commercial  organizations.   In  fact  they 
indicated  that  Junior  Farmers  of  British  Columhia,  through  the  auspices  of 
their  own  organizations,  are  a  step  ahead  of  the  "old  folk"  and  promise  to 
set  a  pace  in  agriculture  that  is  headed  to  establish  them  as  first  citizens 
of  the  Province. 

They  gathered  to  celebrate  the  harvest  and  sale  of  their  crop  of 
potatoes.   Each  memher  had  one-tenth  of  an  acre.   They  used  G-reen  Mountain 
certified  seed  and  studied  during  last  winter  under  the  Dominion  Government 

field  crops  inspector,  applying  their  knowl- 

No.  1  Potato  Sale      edge  of  fertilization,  cultivation',  and 

disease  prevention  to  actual  crop  production. 
Thirty-six  members  of  the  two  clubs  sold  more  than  50  tons  of  No.  1  pota- 
toes to  the  Safeway  Stores  Limited  of  Vancouver.   They  were  packed  in  25- 
and  100-pound  sacks  and  advertised  as  the  product  of  the  hoys'  and  girls' 
clubs  of  the  Fraser  Valley. 

The  entire  crop  was  sold  to  consumers  in  the  city  on  Friday  and 
Saturday  of  the  week  it  was  offered.   On  Saturday  members  of  the  two 
clubs  "broadened  their  knowledge  of  merchandising  by  donning  uniforms  of 
Safeway  salesmen  and  actually  met  their  consumer  customers,  transacted 
sales,  and  helped  the  mothers  of  city  boys  and  girls  lug  their  parcels 
to  waiting  cars. 
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Numerous  Government  officials  and  club  sponsors  took  part  in  the 
"banquet  programs.   The  boys  and  girls  in  turn  made  their  contribution. 
Their  speeches  proved  that  in  addition  to  being  valuable  as  a  medium  of 

improving  their  knowledge  in  agricultural 
Citizenship  'Training       practices,  the  clubs  have  done  a  great 

deal  to  establish  confidence  among  Junior 
Farmers,  fitting  them  admirably  to  take  their  places  in  community  life.. 


Country  Life  in  British  Columbia,  Vol.  21, 
No.  11,  December  1937.   Vernon,  3.  C. 


..677  .Brunswick 


The  agricultural  representative  of  Camphellton  advises  that  Bathurst 
has  recently  inaugurated  a  farmers'  public  market  similar  to  the  one  in 
Predericton.   It  will  take  some  little  time  for  the  farmers  and  townspeople 

to  accustom  themselves  to  this  innovation, 

Farmers'  Market        but  once  confidence  is  established  it  should 

prove  a  useful  institution  to  all  concerned. 
The  agricultural  representative  of  Woodstock  continues  his  vigorous  campaign 
of  supporting  cooperative  marketing  of  livestock  from  Carleton  and  Victoria 
Counties.   There  is  .just  a  little  more  hard  work  connected  with  this  job 
than  with  any  other  project  and  the  assistant  agricultural  representative 
of  Sussex  is  giving  intelligent  attention  to  swine  marketing  in  various 
areas  of  Kings  County. 

The  Maritime  Farmer,  Forty-second  Year, 
No.  25,  September  7,  1937.   New  Brunswick. 


Central  Calf  Club — New  Brunswick 

The  Central  Calf  Club  held  its  competitions  at  Charlottetown  in 
conjunction  with  the  Central  School  Fair,  September  24.   Calf-feeding  clubs 
are  organised  under  the  auspices  of  the  livestock  branch  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Ottawa,  and  the  Provincial  Department  of  Agriculture.   The 
objectives  of  the  policy  are  to  develop  greater  interest  among  young  people 
in  caring  for,  rearing,  and  developing  the  dairy  cow,  and  to  develop  the 
principle  of  community  breeding. 

The  aptitude  which  has  been  displayed  by  club  members  in  assimilat- 
ing and  absorbing  instructions  and  ideas;  the  proficiency  which  they  have 
gained  in  every  department  of  livestock  raising;  the  encouragement  of 
oetter  foundation  stock  in  both  females  and  herd  sires,  may  be  considered 
as  demonstrating  the  soundness  of  the  principles  upon  which  the  policy  is 
based. 

Attendance  at  the  fair  was  greater  than  last  year.   Many  parents 
and  visitors  from  the  eastern  and  western  parts  of  the  Province  were  in 
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attendance,  demonstrating  the  interest  which  calf-club  work  is  creating 
in  the  rural  districts. 

Great  improvement  is  seen  in  the  calf-club  work  since  the  holding 
of  the  first  fair  in  1932.   Several  of  the  clubs  are  working  in  conjunction 
with  the  Federal  bull-lending  associations  and  other  organizations  which 
are  working  for  the  betterment  of  the  industry  in  their  respective  districts. 

The  judge  of  the  classes  of  livestock  remarked  that  he  was  greatly 
impressed  with  the  quality  of  the  exhibits,  and  also  with  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  shown,  as  well  as  the  sportsmanship  of  the  exhibitors.   The 
calf-club  members  were  well  satisfied  with  the  placings  and  returned  to 
their  homes  with  the  slogan,  "A  bigger  and  better  fair  for  1938." 

The  Maritime  Farmer,  Forty-third  year,  Wo.  2, 
October  19,  1937.   Sussex,  New  Brunswick. 


Nova  Scotia  Club  Winners 

Some  130  boys  and  girls,  winners  in  junior  farm  club  work  in  their 
own  districts,  attended  the  Provincial  exhibition  at  Halifax  for  the  Pro- 
vince-wide contests.   As  a  result  of  these  contests,  four  club  teams  were 
selected  as  Provincial  champions  in  their  respective  projects  and  will 
represent  the  Province  at  the  national  contests  at  the  Royal  Winter  Fair 
at  Toronto . 

The  champion  calf-club  team,  winning  among  46  contestants,  was  that 
of  Pictou  County.   The  champion  swine-club  team  was  the  team  from  Oxford; 
the  poultry-club  team  was  from  Mar gar ee  Forks;  the  potato- judging  team 
came  from  Shinimicas.   These  champion  teams  are  those  which  will  go  to 
Toronto. 

In  the  garden  clubs  a  boy  from  Glendale  was  judged  best,  and  in  the 
girls'  garment-club  work,  two  girls  tied  for  first  place.' 

Prizes  and  trophies  were  presented  at  the  annual  banquet  given  by 
the  Provincial  Department  of  Agriculture  presided  over  by  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture.   The  chief  speaker  was  Premier  MacBonald,  who  congratulated 

the  boys  and  girls  on  their  work,  and  im- 
Premier  at  Banquet      pressed  upon  them  the  importance  of  proper 

study  of  farm  problems,  which  should  be  just 
as  much  of  a  study  as  any  profession.   Other  guests  included  members  of 
the  Cabinet,  local  legislative  members,  and  the  Mayor  of  Halifax,  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Canadian  Council  on  Boys'  and  Girls'  Club  Work.   During 
their  stay  in  Halifax,  the  girls  were  under  the  direction  of  the  supervisors 
of  girls'  clubs,  and  the  boys  were  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Maxner  and 
Mr.  Longley  of  the  Extension  Service. 

The  Maritime  Farmer,  Forty- third  year,  No.  3, 
November  1937.   Sussex,  New  Brunswick. 
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Ont  ario  Club  Work 

Clrib  work  among  "boys  and  girls  is  a  new  educational  factor  in  agri- 
culture which  has  grown  in  importance  far  "beyond  what  was  at  first  expected 
of  it.   Now,  in  the  Province  of  Ontario  alone,  there  a.re  6,784  boys  and 

girls  involved  in  club  work,  which  carries  . 
Well-planned  Program      on  through  a  well-thought-out  program  from 

interesting  home  activities  right  up  to  the 
interProvincial  competition  at  the  Royal  Winter  Pair,  where  teams  from  all 
the  Provinces  meet  for  a  day's  keen  rivalry  and  are  subsequently  enter- 
tained like  royalty  from  abroad. 

There  are  617  distinct  and  separate  clubs  in  Ontario,  and  the  aver- 
age age  of  the  members  is  around  16  years.   Club  work  is  not  designed  to 

show  boys  how  to  raise  big  pumpkins,  large 
General  Education  Featured  calves,  or  grow  big  crops  of  potatoes.   That 

may  be  a  minor  feature  of  the  program,  but 
first  and  foremost  the  boys  and  girls  are  given  a  broad,  general  education 
along  the  lines  embraced  by  the  clubs  to  which  they  belong. 

Club  work  is  not  confined  to  Ontario.  Other  Provinces  are  record- 
ing similar  progress,  and  these  clubs  a„re  exerting  a  beneficial  influence 
deserving  of  the  most  generous  support. 

-  The  Parmer's  Advocate,  Vol.  72,  No.  3073, 
October  28,  1937.   London,  Ontario. 


Youth  Training  for  Rural  Girls — On tario 

Rural  young  women  of  Ontario  are  to  share  in  the  youth- training 
scheme  under  a  practical  program  prepared  by  the  women's  institute  branch 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.   Pour  projects  will  be  offered  under 
competent  instructors:   Catering  for  tourists,  marketing  of  home-baked 
foods  of  high  standard,  simple  dressmaking  and  remodelling,  and  rug  makings 
Health  education  and  vocational  guidance  will  be  included  in  all  courses. 

The  courses  are  planned  to  benefit  young  women  18  to  30  years  of 
age  who  need  part-  or  full-time  employment.   Funds  for  the  scheme  are  pro- 
vided by  the  Dominion  and  Provincial  Government  on  a  fifty-fifty  ba.sis,  and 

in  addition  to  the  general  costs,  living  ex- 
Funds  for  Needy  Girls     penses  and  one  return  fare  will  be  provided 

for  needy  girls,  vouched  for  by  municipal 
authorities,  and  living  more  than  2  miles  from  the  center  where  the  courses 
are  held.   Ambitious  young  women  who  are  not  necessarily  in  need  and  might 
even  be  outside  the  age  group  should  be  encouraged  to  take  the  courses  free 
of  charge.   No  academic  qualifications  are  necessary,  and  the  personality 
of  the  applicant  will  be  her  passport  to  the  training. 

Contacts  with  rural  communities  will  be  made  through  senior  and 
junior  women's  institutes  and  junior  homemaking  clubs.   Representatives  of 
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these  organizations,  with  the  agricultural  representatives,  county  home- 
economics  coaches,  and  public  and  separate  school  inspectors,  will  form 
county  committees  in  charge  of  local  arrangements. 

Short  courses  will  "be  run  for  4  weeks,  with  a  minimum  of  10  students, 
and  will  be  scheduled  from  November  to  March.   A  most  important  feature  of 
this  training  scheme  will  he  the  follow-up  work  with  a  view  to  maintaining 
high  standards  and  helping  with  special  prohlems. 

-  The  Farmer's  Advocate,  Vol.  72,  No.  3073, 
Octoher  28,  1937.   London,  Ontario. 


Ontario  Juniors  Judge  at  Fairs 

Judging  competitions  staged  under  the  direction  of  the  institutes 
"branch  in  Ontario  have  "been  most  successful  this  year.   One  who  spent  the 
day  at  the  Canadian  National  and  at  Western  Fair  when  the  Juniors  were 
judging  was  impressed  "by  the  way  these  courses  and  projects  are  coming  to 
grips  with  reality.   There  can  he  no  doubt  that  the  girls  who  make  the 
most  of  their  opportunities  are  learning  lessons  that  will  help  them  all 
through  life. 

The  1337  program  has  continued  to  stress  the  smartness  of  cotton 
clothes,  and  has  gone  on  to  study  cottons  for  all  occasions.   The  supper 
club  and  the  dressing- up  of  home-grown  vegetables  have  attracted  many 
groups,  and  there  should  be  grand  meals  in  many  a  Canadian  home  during  the 
next  generation  as  a  result  of  the  standards  these  girls  are  acquiring. 

The  demonstrations  were  excellent,  the  talks  well  prepared,  and  the 
girls  so  interested  and  expert  that  they  did  not  at  any  time  falter.   At 
Western  Fair  one  girl's  team  mate  was  absent  because  of  illness.   Another 

girl  stepped  into  the  breach  and  while  her 
Girls  Show  Excel-  team  mate  carried  on  with  masterly  noncha- 
lent  Poise  lance,  giving  the  whole  demonstration  herself 

so  far  as  the  talk  went,  the  new  girl  assisted 
ably  with  all  the  details.   Being  equal  to  an  emergency  is  a  sure'  test  of 
training,  and  these  juniors  are  evidently  getting  more  than  a  superficial 
glance  at  the  subjects  they  study. 

-  The  Farmer's  Advocate,  Vol.  72,  No.  3071, 
September  23,  1937.   London,  Ontario. 


CYPRUS 


Rural  Development  Scheme 

The  Superintendent  of  Agriculture  has  now  returned  from  America 
where  he  has  been  studying  rural  education  and  extension  methods  employed 
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among  different  sections  of  the  rural  population  in  the  United  States, 
Mexico,  and  Canada. 

The  proposed  rural  development  scheme  in  Cyprus  7n.ll  include  work 
on  agricultural,  educational,  cooperative,  and  public-health  problems  in 
a  small  area  in  which  an  intensive  program  will  be  possible,  owing  to  the 

fact  that  the  workers  will  be  stationed  actu- 
Intensive  Work  in       ally  in  the  areas  covered  by  the  scheme  and 
Small  Areas  will  be  in  continual  and  close  contact  with 

the  villagers.   The  area,  or  areas,  in  which 
the  scheme  will  operate  ha.s  not  yet  been  determined,  as  there  are  a  number 
of  administra/tive  details  in  connection  with  coordination  of  the  various 
phases  of  the  work'  still  to  be  settled.   It  is,  therefore,  not  anticipated 
that  the  scheme  will  come  into  operation  much  before  the  end  of  the  year, 
owing  to  the  amount  of  preliminary  ground  still  to  be  broken. 

The  Cyprus  Agricultural  Journal,  A  quarterly 
Review  of  the  Agriculture,  Forestry  and  Trade 
of  Cyprus,  Vol.  32,  Part  3,  September  1937. 
Nicosia. 


District  Work 

The  reorganization  of  the  district  staff,  which  was  brought  into 
effect  in  1935  was  in  full  operation  in  1936.   The  staff  employed  on  dis- 
trict work  under  the  supervision  of  the  Superintendent  of  Agriculture 
consisted  of: 

3  assistant  agricultural  superintendents 

4  agricultural  officers 
14  agricultural  assistants 

9  temporary  agricultural  foremen 
1  tobacco  instructor 

There  are  also  employed  in  nursery  gardens  and  experimental  stations 

12  agricultural  assistants 
4  temporary  agricultural  foremen 

Half-yearly  meetings  of  agricultural  officers  in  charge  of  divi- 
sions were  held  at  headquarters  on  January  24  and  July  3,  1936,  at  which 
matters  affecting  district  work  and  the  policy  to  be  pursued  in  various 
phases  of  district  work  were  determined. 

The  main  work  of  the  district  staff  consists  in  advising  and  dem- 
onstrating improved  methods  of  agriculture.   The  extent  to  which  this  work 
becomes  effective  depends  on  the  methods  used  to  approach  the  cultivator 
and,  to  an  even  greater  extent,  perhaps,  on  the  personality  of  the  officer 
carrying  it  out.   It  is  hoped  that  as  a  result  of  information  secured  by 
the  Superintendent  of  Agriculture  during  his  course  connected  with  the 
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Carnegie  Fund  Scheme  methods  of  approach  may  he  improved.   A  numher  of 
senior  district  staffs  who  have  heen  on  this  work  for  some  years  are  looked 
upon  as  experts,  and  their  advice  is  readily  taken.   With  junior  staffs 
their  age  causes  their  advice  to  he  regarded  with  some  suspicion,  "but  some 
of  them  are  "being  consulted  more  frequently  and  their  advice  is  taken  with 
greater  confidence. 

Seven  farmers'  excursions  were  organized  by  agricultural  officers 
during  the  year.   Arrangements  were  made  for  the  officers  in  charge  of  the 

central  experimental  farm  at  Morphou,  the 
Farmers'  Excursions      Goverhment  stock  farm  at  Athalassa,  the  Saitta 

experimental  vineyard,  the  citrus  grove  at 
Famagusta,  and  the  deciduous  fruit  nursery  at  Trikoukkia,  to  conduct  the 
visiting  parties  over  their  respective  stations. 

Six  new  agricultural  clubs  were  established  in  1936,  largely  as  a 
result  of  the  efforts  of  the  agricultural  officers. 

Agricultural  officers  arrange  lectures  and  demonstrations  and  gen- 
erally promote  agricultural  progress  through  the  medium  of  these  clubs. 

The  Old  Student's  Club  Cup  which  is  competed  for  annually  by  the 
village  agricultural  clubs  was  awarded  to  Lysi  Club  for  the  year  1936. 

Nine  district  and  village  agricultural  shows  were  held  during  the 
year.   The  organizing  committees  were  given  considerable  assistance  by  the 

Department.   Grants  were  made  toward  the 
Agricultural  Shows       prize  money,  departmental  officers  acted  as 

judges,  and  officers  in  charge  of  districts 
organized  the  shows.   Prizes  were  awarded  for  standing  crop  competitions 
in  connection  with  the  Paphos  District  Show. 

There  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  108  areas  declared  under  the 
village  areas  tree-planting  law,  and  the  district  staff  frequently  visited 
these  areas  to  give  advice  on  the  planting  and  care  of  the  various  trees 
and  vines.   A  considerable  number  of  trees  have  been  planted  in  areas  other 
than  tree-planting  areas. 

-  Cyprus  Annual  Report  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  for  the  year  1936.   Nicosia. 

Demonstration  Silkworm  Rearings  in  Girls'  Schools 

Demonstration  silkworm  rearings  were  carried  out  during  the  school 
year  1936-37  in  111  girls'  schools  where  approximately  1,725  girls  and 
boys  attended  the  rearings  and  acquired  a  useful  knowledge  of  sericulture. 

The  maximum  production  was  78  okesV  and  96  drams  of  cocoons  per 


1/  An  oke  or  oka  is  equivalent  to  2.83  pounds, 
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ounce  of  silkworm  eggs,  and  the  average  for  100  schools  was  46  okes  and 
100  drams  per  ounce  of  eggs  as  against  76  and  46,  respectively,  last  year. 

'The  average  production  for  the  Island  is  24  okes  and  132  drams  of 
cocoons  per  ounce  of  silkworm  eggs.   The  new  methods  of  hatching  the  eggs 
and  the  rearing  of  silkworms  are  taught  to  the  school  girls  so  that  they 
may  he  able  in  future  to  improve  their  production. 

The  Agricultural  College  Old  Students'  Clubs  Cup  for  1937  has  been 
awarded  to  the  girls'  school  of  Ayios  Amvrosios  of  the  Kyrenia  District 
which  obtained  the  highest  production  of  cocoons,  78  okes  and  96  drams  of 
cocoons  per  ounce  of  eggs. 

Prizes  for  1937  were  given  by  the  agricultural  department,  in  coop- 
eration with  the  education  department,  to  schoolmistresses.   Prizes  are 
awarded  as  follows:   A  prize  to  the  best  school  in  each  district,  and  a 
number  of  prizes  to  schools  which  record  a  certain  standard  of  production. 

Demonstration  silkworm  rearings  will  be  carried  out  next  year  in 
124  girls'  schools,  approximately. 

The  Cyprus  Agricultural  Journal,  Vol.  32, 
part  3,  September  1937.   Nicosia. 


DEN  M  A  E.  K 


The  Agricultural  Expert 

Viewed  from  the  standpoint  of  a  visitor  it  would  seem  that  the  key- 
man  in  getting  agricultural  education  back  to  the  farmer  where  it  will  do 
some  good  is  the  "Agronom"  or  agricultural  expert  attached  to  each  agricul- 
tural society.   Usually  there  are  two  of  them, 
"Agronom"- — the  Keyman     one  specializing  in  livestock  and  one  in 

field  crops.   They  advise  farmers  on  all 
matters  pertaining  to  these  subjects,  help  in  the  selection  of  better  seed 
and  in  getting  better  breeding  stock.   They  give  lectures  and  conduct  short 
courses  and  conduct  farmers  on  tours  of  experimental  stations  and  model 
farms  and  also  write  on  agriculture  in  the  local  papers. 

Behind  these  agronoms  stand  the  State  expert  advisers,  specializing 
in  their  respective  subjects,  such  as  dairying,  horticulture,  veterinary, 
etc.,  and  broadcasting  regularly  and  writing  articles  for  the  papers,  and 
issuing  pamphlets. 

-  The  Country  Guide  and  Nor west  Farmer,  Vol.  56, 
No .  11,  No vemb e r  1937.  Wi nnipeg ,  Man! t  o b a , 
Canada. 
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ENGL  A.N  d 


Grassland  Improvement  Campaign 

On  September  29  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  "broadcast 
a  talk  to  farmers  on  the  national  wavelength  in  which  he  dealt  exclusively 
with  the. subject  of  the  improvement  of  grassland.   He  said  that  the  moment 
was  opportune  for  the  initiation  of  a  grassland  improvement  campaign.   In 
that  campaign  the  Ministry  was  enlisting  the  active  cooperation  of  county 
education  authorities  and  of  the  advisory  centers  throughout  the  country. 
He  assured  farmers  that  they  were  going  to  hear  a  very  great  deal  ahout 
grassland  improvement  during  the  coming  winter,  "both  over  the  wireless  and 
in  other  ways. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  widespread  "broadcast  appeal  will  "bring  to  the 
notice  of  farmer-listeners  throughout  the  country  the  practical  experience 
of  those  who  have  improved  their  grassland  and  found  that  it  paid  them  to 

do  so.   The  offer  of  lime  and  slag  at  cheap 
77ide  Cooperation       rates  is  an  additional  reason  why  farmers 
Enlisted  should  give  serious  attention  to  the  condi- 

tion of  their  pastures.   As  indicated  "by  the 
Minister,  the  active  cooperation  of  local  authorities  for  agricultural 
education,  which  means  the  county  agricultural  organizers  and  their  staffs, 
has  "been  invoked,  so  that  "by  one  means  or  another  the  campaign  that  he  ini- 
tiated on  September  29  may  "be  carried  on  throughout  the  country,  and  in 
particular  so  that  advisory  work  among  farmers,  designed  to  help  them  in 
any  case  of  doubt  to  improve  their  grassland  in  the  most  economic  way,  may 
he  pursued  with  vigor.   The  Ministry  "believes  that  this  appeal  will  receive 
a  cordial  response.   The  agricultural  departments  of  the  colleges  have  "been 
asked  to  do  their  utmost  to  support  the  campaign.   This  applies  particularly 
to  the  advisory  chemists,  whose  analytical  lahoratories  are  already  "becom- 
ing overhurdened  with  the  rush  of  soil  samples  sent  in  for  testing  for  lime 
requirement .   This  fact  in  itself  reveals  the  great  interest  that  farmers 
are  taking  in  the  question  of  soil  improvement,  and  is  an  indication  that 
the  success  which  the  Minister  hopes  will  follow  the  grassland  improvement 
campaign  will,  in  fact,  materialize. 

-  The  Journal  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Vol.  44,  No.  7,  Octoher  1937.   London, 
England. 


Nor thuinber land  Young  Earmers '  Annual  Camp 

Some  120  memhers  of  the  Northumherland  Young  Earmers'  clubs  came 
down  to  Shropshire  and  spent  10  days  in  camp  at  Lilleshall  Grange  Farm. 
Every  possihle  facility  was  placed  in  the  way  of  the  Young  Earmers,  includ- 
ing the  use  of  private  tennis  courts,  cricket  ground,  and  "bathing  facilities. 
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The  camp  was  organized  by  the  assistant  agricultural  organizer  for 
Northumberland,  in  cooperation  with  the  northern  organizer,  National  Fed- 
eration of  Young  Farmers'  Clubs. 

Educational  tours  were  made  to  the  Staffs  Farm  Institute,  Harper 
Adams  College,  Austin  Motor  Works,  Messrs.  Cadbury  at  Bournville,  and 
several  of  the  most  noted  Shropshire  farms. 

Altogether  everyone  had  a  most  enjoyable  time,  and  Northumberland 
has  good  reason  to  be  grateful  to  Shropshire. 

-  The  Young  Farmer,  Vol.  9,  No.  3,  September 
1937.   London,  England. 


FRANCE 


An  Experiment  in  Rur al  Social  Service 

A  quite  recent  private  initiative  which  goes  back  to  October  1935, 
has  organized  a  Service  of  Rural  Aid,  at  Merdrignac  in  the  very  heart  of 
Brittany,  at  the  point  of  meeting  of  the  three  Departments,  Cotes-du-Nord, 
Morbihan,  and  Ille-et-Vilaine.   The  country  is  essentially  agricultural, 
made  up  of  small  family  farms.   Population  is  rather  dense.   There  are 
about  10  to  11  thousand  souls  to  the  canton,  divided  into  9  parishes. 

The  rural  social  assistant  stationed  at  Merdrignac  in  October  1935 
immediately  ascertained  that  her  work  was  to  be  devoted  to  the  relief  of  a 
great  material  distress;  poor  soil  and  standards  of  living  particularly 

unfavorable  to  a  good  physiological  condition, 
Deplorable  Conditions     no  sanitation,  insufficient  and  unwholesome 

housing,  and  a  defective  diet.   There  should 
be  added  to  this  picture,  ravages  caused  by  tuberculosis  and  alcoholism,  as 
well  as  a  high  infant  mortality.   In  short,  a  deplorable  sanitary  and 
hygienic  condition  and  social  education  to  be  undertaken  on  a  large  scale. 

The  social  assistant  was  to  find  a  remedy  for  the  most  urgent  needs 
and  apportion  her  activities  between  hygiene  on  the  one  hand  and  social 
relief  on  the  other. 

Under  the  head  of  social  relief,  the  social  assistant  organized: 

1.  An  office  of  information  on  all  the  social  laws  that  may  be  of 
interest  to  the  different  classes  of  the  population. 

2.  Courses  of  household  instruction  on  everything  which  has  to  do 
with  rural  domestic  economy.   Desirous  above  everything  else  of  giving  a 
practical  kind  of  instruction,  the  assistant  works  and  gives  instruction 

in  the  equipment  which  the  pupils  use  in  their  homes.   The  culinary  prepar- 
ations are  made  on  a  wood  fire  and  on  the  hearthstones  of  Brittany.   As  to 
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sewing,  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  hold  the  attention  of  the  pupils,  to 
comply  with  the  wish  of  each  one,  to  cut  out  an  apron,  chemise,  or  dress, 
according  to  their  tastes,  telling  each  one  the  points  in  sewing. 

3.   Children's  meetings,  in  which  the  assistant  teaches  songs  and 
monologs  for  the  family  recreational  meetings. 

Several  parishes  of  the  canton  have  the  "benefit  of  these  services 
on  the  day  which  has  "been  reserved  for  them  each  week.  Each  one  has  its 
consultation  of  nurses,  its  medical  advice  and  care,  its  course  of  house- 
hold instruction,  as  well  as  home  visits  and  children's  meetings. 

The  Rural  Social  Relief  Service  has  rendered  in  8  months  a  total  of 
the  following  services: 

1,000  home  visits. 

369  attendances  at  nurses'  consultations. 

370  answers  to  social  inquiries. 

690  attendances  at  courses  in  household  instruction. 
100  attendances  at  children's  meetings. 

With  the  cooperation  of  these  latter  and  the  pupils  of  the  courses 
in  household  instruction,  it  has  "been  possible  already  to  organize  two 
series  of  recreational  meetings  in  each  parish,  the  one  for  the  festivities 
of  the  end  of  the  year — Christmas  trees,  the  other  upon  the  occasion  of  the 
awarding  of  prizes  to  the  pupils  in  the  courses  of  household  instruction. 

This  experiment  of  8  months  of  Rural  Social  Relief  Service  in  the 
canton  of  Merdrignac  confirms  the  fact  that,  applied  to  farm  life,  it  is 
truly  the  best  formula  of  salvation  for  the  country  districts,  the  agricul- 
tural canton  of  France. 

-  La  Vie  Agricole  et  Rurale,  Numero  4,  April 
1937.   Paris,  France. 


Practical  Agricultural  Instruction  "by  Correspondence 

The  twenty-fifth  year  of  post-scholastic  agricultural  instruction  by 
correspondence  established  "by  the  Union  of  the  South-East  "begins  in  October. 

During  these  twenty-five  years  this  course  has  attained  ever-increas- 
ing success,  so  much  so  that  in  several  districts  some  organizations,  follow- 
ing the  example  of  the  Union  of  the  South-East ,  have  established  a  similar 
course. 

Such  a  course,  indeed,  renders  a  great  service  to  families  that  wish 
to  see  the  professional  instruction  of  their  children  developed,  "by  keeping 
them  at  home. 

i 
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The 'young  girls,  "by  a  special  course,  are  admitted  to  household  and 
farm  science.  The  performance  of  a  manual  task  to  be  finished  each  month, 
such  as  cutting  out,  and  sewing,  adds  a  note  of  practical  interest  and  of 

considerable  importance.   Moreover,  the  house- 
Individual  Home  Work     hold  section  for  girls  is  considered  almost 

as  effective  a  force  as  that  of  the  farm 
section  for  the  young  men.   Nothing  is  more  simple  than  the  functioning  of 
the  correspondence  course.   The  pupil  enrolls,  either  alone  or  in  a  group, 
with  several  companions  of  the  same  parish,  under  the  guidance  of  an  ad- 
viser.  He  procures  a  good  manual  "by  the  help  of  which  he  is  able  to  solve 
"by  himself  the  questions  and  problems  which  a  monthly  "bulletin,  sent  through 
the  mail,   presents  as  the  piece  of  work  for  him  to  accomplish.   He  sends 
his  home  work  through  the  mail,  and  it  is  returned  to  him,  annotated  and 
corrected. 

The  fee  for  enrollment,  in  one  or  the  other  section,  is  30  francs 
whatever  the  course  may  be.   The  manual  costs  23  francs  for  the  young  men 
and  19  francs  for  the  young  girls.   So,  for  a  modest  price,  it  is  possible 

for  the  youth  of  the  country  districts  to 
Modest  Fees         get  a  minimum  of  substantial  professional 

learning  by  which  he  will  be  benefited  per- 
sonally his  whole  lifetime  and  of  which  the  whole  country  will  feel  the 
beneficent  influence.   Who,  under  such  conditions,  would  refuse  to  cooper- 
ate in  the  endeavor  of  the  Union  of  the  South-East? 

L1 Agriculture  Pratique,  La  Gazette  du 
Village,  101  Annee,  No.  39,  September  25, 
1937.   Paris,  France. 


A  Movable  School  of  Agriculture  in  Cher 

A  winter  movable  school  of  agriculture  was  formed  in  the  Department 
of  Cher  in  1927.   Each  year  it  holds  its  session  in  a  different  commune. 
This  winter,  at  the  request  of  the  farmers  of  the  region  it  will  stop  at 
Massay,  in  the  region  of  Vierzon. 

First  of  all,  it  is  not  a  school.  In  fact  there  are  no  pupils,  no 
teachers,  no  home  work,  no  written  compositions,  no  penalties.  There  are 
talks  made  by  professional  men  to  young  farmers,  and  each  one  expresses 

his  point  of  view  so  that  all  may  have  the 
Talks — Method  of        benefit  of  the  ideas  of  each  one.   The 
Instruction  farmers'  sons  who  have  been  out  of  the 

primary  school  for  several  years  and  who 
have  already  practiced  farming  at  the  home  of  their  parents  are  taking 
a  great  interest  in  attending  these  talks.   The  boys  are  permitted  to 
measure  the  extent  of  their  own  knowledge,  to  perfect  it,  and  to  gain  new 
knowledge.   They  are  given  theoretic,  scientific,  and  practical  ideas  in- 
dispensable to  every  farmer  who  wishes  to  make  his  work  profitable  and  to 
study  out  his  own  problems. 
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A  veterinarian  gives  the  young  farmers  ideas  relative  to  the  feed- 
ing of  animals,  selection  of  "breeding  animals,  and  points  out  to  them  the 
elementary  activities  in  the  veterinary  profession. 

An  instructor  calls  to  mind  some  rules  essential  to  accurate  calcu- 
lation and  wording  of  documents  so  that  the  farmer  may  go  home  knowing  how 
to  keep  his  accounts  and  to  write  up  his  communications  correctly. 

A  professor  of  agriculture  talks  on  soils,  fertilizers,  seeds,  as 
well  as  the  principles  of  crops  and  of  vineyards.   Talks  will  he  given  on 
mutuality,  cooperation,  agricult\iral  credit,  and  general  law. 

-  L1 Agriculture  Pratique,  La  Gazette  du  Village, 
101  Annee,  No.  44,  October  30,  1937.   Paris, 
Prance. 


GAMBIA 


It  is  pleasing  to  he  able  to  report  that  the  local  people,  after 
only  1  year,  are  taking  an  interest  in  what,  to  them,  are  revolutionary 
methods  of  cultivation  and  are  taking  active  steps  to  copy  the  methods 
demonstrated. 

The  Seyfu  of  the  Foni  Brefet  District  asked  for  assistance  in  laying 
out  an  area  similar  to  that  "being  cultivated  by  the  agricultural  department. 
Men  from  various  villages  throughout  the  District  came  in  and,  under  the 

supervision  of  the  agricultural  officer,  con- 
New  Methods  Profitahle     tour-terraced,  "bunded,  and  leveled  an  area  of 

ahout  2  acres;  a  larger  area  would  have  "been 
laid  out,  but  the  people  had  to  start  clearing  their  farms  for  rain-fed, 
dry-land  crops.   The  area  has  "been  handed  over  to  the  people  of  Bulok,  a 
small  village,  and  the  production  of  two  crops  "both  superior,  to  the  one 
previously  raised  should  make  a  considerable  difference  in  the  well-being 
of  the  people. 

The  Seyfu  is  very  anxious  to  start  similar  work  in  other  parts  of 
his  district  early  next  year,  and  two  valleys  have  "been  selected,  one  near 
N'Demban  and  one  near  Somita.   As  there  is  no  rest  house  near  the  latter 
place,  the  people  offered  to  "build  one  for  the  convenience  of  the  agricul- 
tural officer. 

The  necessary  help  has  "been  promised,  the  scheme  being  that  the 
people  from  the  district  assemble  to  lay  out  as  large  an  area  as  possible 
under  the  supervision  of  a  European  officer  of  the  agricultural  department, 
the  prepared  land  to  be  .handed  over  to  the  people  of  the  nearest  village. 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  Seyfru  to  increase  the  area  year,  by  year. 

-  Report  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  of  the 
Colony  of  the  Gambia  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  ' 
1937.   Bat hurst. 
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D   COAST   COLONY 


The  Colonial  Agricultural  Adviser 

Consequent  on  the  recommendations  of  the  colonial  agricultural  ad- 
viser, the  Government  has  made  provision  in  the  1937-38  estimate  for  in- 
creased work  on  improvement  of  local  farming  methods.   Sums  of  money  have 
"been  provided  for  establishing  experimental  units  on  cocoa  farms,  for 
enlarging  the  program  of  extension  work  on  farms  in-  tho  Northern  Territor- 
ies, and  for  trials  of  systems  of  permanent  or  intensive  farming  in  the 
forest  and  coastal  areas.  .- 

Two  other  matters  of  importance  to  local  agriculture  must  "be  men- 
tioned.  The  first  of  these,  arising  from  recommendations  of  the  colonial 
agricultural  adviser  is  the  provision  of  staff  and  funds  for  a  consider- 
able program  of  improvement  of  village  and  rural  water  supplies,  first  in 
the  Northern  Territories,  and  later  on  the  coastal  savannas.   The  other  is 
the  setting  up  of  a  committee,  representing  medical,  administrative,  agri- 
cultural, educational,  and  veterinary  opinions,  to  report  on  local  problems 
of  human  nutrition. 

Consequent  on  the  recommendations  of  the  colonial  agricultural  ad- 
viser, provision  has  beon  made  in  the  1937-38  estimates  for  an  increase,  of 
the  agricultural  staff  to  a  total  of  31,  which  after  setting  aside  reliefs 
and  6  officers — for  head  office,  2,   .the  new  cooperative  division,  2,  the 
training  center,  1,  and  the  now  cocoa  station,  1 — will  supply  16  divisional 
and  district  superintendents. 

-  Report  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for 
the  year  1936-37,  Gold  Coast  Colony,  Accra, 
Gold  Coast  Colony. 


N  D  I  A 


The  Sangli  Movable  School 

The  Sangli  movable  school  came  into  being  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  1931.   It  is  not  an  exact  duplicate  of  the  Booker  T.  Washington  agri- 
cultural school  on  wheels,  but  the  main  idea  is  there*   It  has  been  fitted 

up  so  as  to  be  of  special  use  in  the  way  of 
Practical  Teaching     •  practical  teaching  and  demonstration  to  the 
,.,,  Stressed  people  of  village  India.   Through  the  use  of 

numerous  charts,  posters,  and.  pictures  on 
all  kinds  of  subjects  pertaining  to  village  life;  also  small  and  improved 
livestock  such  as  fowls  and  good  milk-goats;  simple  and  better  implements 
such  as  fodder-cutter,  light  iron  plow  and  cultivator  for  the  lighter  soil 
(unfortunately  the  heavier  implements  cannot  be  carried);  samples  of -seeds 
of  improved  and  tested  varieties  of  field  and  garden  crops,  and  specimens 
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of  potatoes  and  sweetpotatoes,  groundnuts,  wool  and  cotton,  etc;  this  school 
aims  to  put  on  an  exhibition  such  as  will  he  of  use  to  each  village  visited. 

It  also  carries  an  earth  auger  for  the  making  of  bore-hole  latrines, 
tools  for  digging  model  manure  pits,  a  trunk  full  of  hooks  on  agricultural 
and  similar  subjects  in  Marat hi  and  English  which  serve  as  a  reference 

library,  and  there  are  similar  simple  and 
Equipment  Carried      useful  books  on  many  subjects  for  sale.   There 

is  a  medicine  chest  with  much-needed  yet 
simple  remedies,  a  gramophone  to  furnish  music  and  amusement,  and  a  magic 
lantern  and  cinema  projector  with  small  special  electric  generating  unit, 
not  to  mention  electric-light  bulbs  which  illuminate  the  scene  at  night 
like  fairyland.   What  crowds  always  attend  and  what  an  opportunity  to  teach 
through  eye-gate  and  ear-gate  at  the  close  of  the  day,  when  the  people,  big 
and  little,  are  free  to  sit  and  learnl 

The  displays  are  set  up  in  sections,  as  it  were.   Here  is  a  section 
dealing  with  sanitation  and  preventive  medicine;  another  section  has  to  do 
with  agriculture  and  field,  fruit,  and  garden  crops;  a  third  one  has  to  do 
with  child  welfare;  and  a  fourth  with  cottage  industries  such  as  beekeep- 
ing and  soap  making.   The  poultry  and  livestock  sections  are  always  popular. 

There  are  generally  three  members  of  the  crew,  viz,  the  manager  and 
general  utility  man — and  he  is  a  very  capable  and  talented  individual — an 
agriculturist  who  knows  that  end  but  also  makes  himself  generally  useful, 

and  a  helper  who  has  no  end  of  things  to  see 
Members  of  the  Crew        to.   These  three  are  kept  very  busy  from  early 

morning  until  after  midnight,  and  it  is  truly 
a  strenuous  life  they  live.   There  are  special  days  or  times  for  the  women 
and  school  children,  and  if  Boy  Scouts  are  to  be  found  in  a  village,  you 
may  be  sure  they  are  put  to  a  good  use  in  a  clean-up  campaign,  or  something 
of  that  sort. 

The  school  will  stop  from  30  to  45  days  in  any  given  place,  this 
depending  on  the  size  of  the  place  and  interest  shown.  An  average  stop 
would  be  about  30  days.   On  one  night  of  the  period  it  is  usually  the  prac- 
tice to  put  on  a  drama,  say  the  last  night  of 
Aim  to  Leave  Permanent     the  visit,  schoolboys  and  masters  having  been 
Results  coopted  to  make  this  possible.   'The  booklet, 

"Little  Plays",  by  Emily  G-ilchriest  Hatch,  is 
most  useful  for  this  purpose.   It  is  always  the  aim  to  leave  something  perm- 
anent in  the  village  as  a  result  of  this  visit,  say,  some  model  manure  pits, 
or  bore-hole  latrines,  or  the  organization  of  a  poultry  club,  or  a  few 
seeds  of  some  improved  crops,  or  the  organization  of  a  village  reading- 
room.   If  ever  again  the  school  visits  that  locality,  follow-up  work  must 
be  carried  on,  of  course,  and  this  is  always  done  through  the  contacts  made. 

During  the  monsoon  season,  the  school  is  used  at  headquarters  for 
bazar  demonstrations,  etc.,  and  then,  too,  a  general  overhauling  of  every- 
thing connected  with  it  is  always  required.  During  the  rest  of  the  year 
it  is  on  'the  move1  most  of  the  time.   It  visits  a  good  many  agricultural 
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exhibitions,  helps  with  baby-and-health-week  celebrations,  and  is  much  in 
demand  for  such  affairs.   However,  it  is  at  its  "best  in  a  central  village 
far  off  the  "beaten  path,  where  the  general  populace  is  so  handicapped  "by 
ignorance,  poverty,  disease,  and  debt.   In  such  a  place  the  Sangli  .novable 
School  delights  to  give  its  message  of  hope,  good  cheer,  light,  and  love.' 

-  The  Allahabad  Farmer,  a  bimonthly  Journal  of 
Agriculture  and  Rural  Life,  Vol.  11,  No.  5, 
September  1937.   Allahabad,  U.  P.  India. 


KENYA   COLONY 


Although  the  value  of  a  publication  service  is  realized  and  appre- 
ciated liy   farmers,  the  full  practical  application  of  investigational  work 

cannot  attain  full  significance  without 
Value  of  Personal  Contact    agricultural  officers  keeping  in  close  per- 
sonal contact  with  farmers  on  such  occasions 
as  farmers'  days,  and  at  their  farms,  where  the  work  can  be  fully  explained 
and  practical  demonstrations  given. 

A  considerable  proportion  of  this  practical  work  is  carried  out  on 
private  estates  by  the  farmers  themselves  in  collaboration  with  officers  of 
the  Department  and  these  farmers  are  to  be  thanked  for  the  valuable  help 
they  have  given. 

The  importance  of  mixed  farming  is  being  continually  stressed  by  the 
extension  and  other  members  of  the  staff,  and  although  most  farmers  realize 
the  benefit  and  soundness  of  this  agricultural  policy,  the  progress  which 

development  is  making  in  this  direction  is 
Mixed- farming  Campaign      slow.   The  recent  economic  depression  may  have 

prevented  "one-line"  farmers  from  changing 
their  policy  with  greater  rapidity,  but,  in  addition,  a  change  in  a  system 
of  farming  necessarily  presents  new  difficulties  which  are  having  to  be  sur- 
mounted.  In  order  therefore  to  give  farmers  practical  assistance  and  to 
accelerate  this  change  in  the  farming  system  throughout  the  greater  part  of 
the  country,  a  mixed-farming  tea,m  was  formed  of  officers  from  the  various 
sections,  ivhich  visited  many  areas.   In  these  areas  meetings  were  attended 
and  visits  were  paid  to  numerous  farms  in  order  to  discuss  local  problems, 
to  make  observations  on  the  local  conditions,  and  then  to  suggest  ways  and 
means  of  overcoming  difficulties,  with  a  view  to  developing  sound  systems- 
of  mixed  farming. 

In  addition  to  this  mixed- farming  campaign,  specialists,  and  other 
officers  have  paid  visits  to  many  parts  of  the  country.  During  the  year 
the  senior  coffee  officer  toured  the  coffee  areas  and  gave  demonstrations 
on  various  aspects  of  coffee  culture. 

Lectures  dealing  with  grassland  problems  were  given  by  the  officer?  in~ 
charge  of  grassland  improvement  during  the  year  at  Nanyuki ,  Kitale,  and  Eldoret, 
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The  agricultural  officer  at  Njoro  .gave  12  lectures  to  various 
farmers'  associations  during  the  year,  and  in  addition  visited  284  farms, 
where  advice  on  problems  relating  to  general  agriculture  and  animal  husband- 
ry was  given.   The  agricultural  officer  at  Kitale,  in  addition  to  attending 
farmers'  meetings  at  Turbo,  Moiban,  and  Kitale,  visited  122  farms. 

The  agricultural  show  was  held  at  Nakuru  on  the  3d  and  4th  of  June, 
at  which  agricultural  officers  acted  as  judges  of  various  classes.   Compre- 
hensive educational  and  demonstrational  exhibits  were  staged,  including  two 

miniature  plots,  each  representing  a  400-acre 
Miniature  Plots  Exhibited   farm  under  extensive  and  intensive  cultivation 

respectively,  the  former  showing  soil  erosion 
on  cultivated  lands,  and  unprotected  river  banks,  and  other  areas,  the  latter 
demonstrating  a  model  mixed  farm.   Hative  agriculture  was  excellently  repre- 
sented, while  the  grassland  section  was  chiefly  devoted  to  exhibits  of 
Rhodes  grass,  which  is  attracting  a  great  deal  of  attention  in  the  Colony, 
and  the  more  successful  leguminous  plants  for  mixtures.  These  exhibits  were 
greatly  appreciated,  and  the  consensus  of  opinion  was  that  they  were  the 
finest  ever  staged  by  the  Division. 

The  agricultural  officer  at  Njoro  and  the  agricultural  officer  at 
Kitale  devote  a  good  deal  of  their  time  to  field  experimental  work,  and  by 
means  of  cooperative  experiments  with  farmers,  investigate  local  problems 
and  improvement  of  crop  production. 

-  Kenya  Colony  and  Protectorate,  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Annual  Report  for  1936,  Volume 
50,  Nairobi,  Kenya  Colony. 


MALAY   STATES 


Instructional  Activities 

The  caravan  toured  the  down-river  communities  of  the  Lipis  District, 
the  Temerloh  and  Bentong  Districts,  and  Tras  Village  in  the  Raub  District 
during  the  months  of  August  and  September.  Altogether  22  centers  were 

visited,  two  nights  being  spent  at  each 
Rural  Lecture  Caravan    center,  with  the  exception  of  5  centers, 

where  it  was  only  possible  to  remain  one 
night  owing  to  trouble  with  the  engines  driving  the  dynamos  supplying  power 
to  the  projectors.   The  chief  subjects  dealt  with  were  padi  planting,  rubber, 
and  in  certain  centers  plant  propagation.   Instruction  in  these  subjects  was 
by  means  of  ordinary  lectures,  lantern  lectures,  and  cinema  films.   The  tour 
was  successful  and  attracted  large  and  interested  audiences. 

As  in  previous  years  a  large  number  of  lectures  and  demonstrations  on 
various  agricultural  subjects  were  given  by  the  local  agricultural  officers 
at  the  weekly  fairs,  village  chiefs'  conferences,  community  advisory  meetings, 
school-teachers'  meetings  and,  after  prayers  on  Pridays,  at  the  mosques. 
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Organized  visits  to  the  agricultural  stations  and  pa.di  test  plots  were  also 
arranged  for  village  chiefs,  school  teachers,  and  other  headmen  to  study- 
special  subjects.   The  total  number  of  visitors  thus  recorded  was  958.  at 
agricultural  stations  and  749  at  the  padi  plots. 

Demonstrations  on  the  use  of  the  plow  and  harrow  and  the  tajak  for 
clearing  padi  land  were  given  throughout  several  districts.   Attendance  at 
these  averaged  between  20  and  50  cultivators.  •  ■  -"■' 

Two  youths  working  at  the  Raub  Agricultural  Station' were  sent  to"  the 
School  of  Agri  cult  Lire,  Malaya,  for  a  6-weeks'  course  in  poultry  husbandry  .  >  .. 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.;'  The  value  of  such  training  has  yet  to. 

be  fully-  proved,  but  it  is  hoped  eventually 
Training  of  Poultry  Keepers  to  build  up  a  small  band  of  trained" men  cap- 
able of  looking  after  the  stock  at  the  various 
agricultural  stations  and  also  of  assisting  agricultural  of ficerS  in- giving' 
advice  to  smallholders.  -  •  . :  - 

-  Report  of.  the  State  Agricultural  Officer, 
Pahang,  February  1937.   Prom  the  Report  of 
the  Field  Branch  of  Straits  Settlements  and 
Federated  Malay  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture for  the  year  1936.   General  Series  No.  27, 
Kuala  Lumpur. 


NEW   ZEALAND 

Young  Farme r  s '  Club s 

Each  year  more  and  more  clubs  have  been  formed,  and  the  controlling 
body  gave  such  good  service  in  the  way  of  lecturers,  that  club  membership 
has  greatly  increased. 

Great  credit  is  due  the  Dominion  President  of  the  New  Zealand  Feder- 
ation of  Young  Farmers1  Clubs,  for  his  untiring  activity  in  the ' interests 
of  the  clubs.   He  speaks  to  the  Young  Farmers  of  New  Zealand  per  medium  of 
the  radio,  and  his  talks  are  printed  and  one  or  two  copies  sent  to  each  club. 

There  are  now  nearly  150  clubs  scattered  throughout  New  Zealand,  a 
fact  which  proves  the  great  popularity  of  this  movement.   Each  year  an 

Educational  Week  is  held  in  the  different 
Educational  Week       cities,  and  the  Young  Farmers  avail  themselves 

of  this  opportunity  of  hearing  capable  men 
speak  on  subjects  of  interest,  not  necessarily  farming,  and  are  also  shown 
through  such  places  as  fertilizer  works  and  woolen  mills,  where  the  lads  are 
shown  the  quality  of  wool  they  should  strive  to  produce  so  as  to  have  as 
little  waste  as  possible. 
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The  Roxhurgh  Young  Farmers'  Club  of  Central  Otago  was  formed  some 
4  years  ago,  with  a  roll  of  about  12  members.  At  the  outset  there  was 
difficulty  in  creating  interest  owing  to  isolation  from  other  clubs  and 

therefore  being  unable  to  depend  on  them 
Maintenance  of  Interest    for  assistance,  but  gradually  this  club  got 

under  way  until  now  it  has  a  membership  of 
27,  with  an  average  attendance  of  almost  20  members,  which  is  considered 
very  good  for  such  a  scattered  district.  The  chairman,  of  course,  is  ex- 
pected to  provide  and  arrange  for  suitable  subjects  for  discussion,  or 
lecturers  for  each  meeting.   The  Young  Farmers'  Clubs,  like  most  other 
country  societies  and  clubs,  find  that  after  the  first  3  or  4  years,  those 
at  the  head  of  affairs  have  difficulty  in  maintaining,  let  alone  increasing, 
the  interest  of  club  members. 

Lately,  one  of  the  members  presented  to  the  club  a  fine  cup  for 
annual  competition,  the  club  to  decide  the  form  the  competition  was  to  take. 
Several  suggestions  came  under  discussion,  but  the  meeting  of  July  12th  de- 
cided unanimously  to  accept  the  suggestion 
"Talks"  Competition      that  the  competition  should  take  the  form  of 
Calls  for  Wide  Study     a  talk  by  each  member  on  The  Future  of  the 

Primary  Producing  Industries  of  New  Zealand. 
This  competition  is  to.  take  place  early  next  year  when  meetings  are  opened 
again  after  the  harvest  season.   This  subject,  being  of  such  paramount 
interest  to  all  branches  of  the  farming  community,  will  be  of  vital  impor- 
tance to  all  young  farmers,  and  study  along  these  lines  will  give  rise  to 
much  constructive  thought  on  the  part  of  every  individual  member.   It  calls 
for  a  certain  amount  of  prophetic  vision,  but  most  important  of  all  is  the 
fact  that  it  will  induce  these  young  fellows  to  study  the  literature  which 
is  at  their  disposal,  but  which,  up  till  now,  they  have  not  troubled  to 
read  and  study,  declaring  that  the  subject  of  the  future  is  too  deep  and 
involved  for  them  and  that  they  will  just  be  guided  by  those  who  are  at  the 
head  of  affairs  in  their  day. 

The  chairman  specially  impressed  upon  the  club  that  this  subject 
was  chosen  so  that,  in  order  to  do  justice  to  the  subject  and  themselves 
too,  they  must  find  out  from  reading-matter  and  any  other  source  they  can 
think  of,  facts  and  figures  of  present  and  probable  future  production  in 
lands  overseas,  for  New  Zealand  is  a  small  place  far  from  the  large  consum- 
ing centers  of  the  world,  and  her  markets  are  regulated  to  large  extent  by 
the  production  of  other  lands,  population,  and  the  economic  situation 
generally. 

-  The  Young  Farmer,  Vol.  9,  No.  3,  September 
1937.   London,  England. 
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IIASALANB 


Advisory  Bodi es  and  Po licy 

As  far  as  the  Department  of  Agriculture  is  concerned,  such  matters 
as  "better  food,  "better  animal  husbandry,  and  better  agricultural  methods 
are  kept  well  in  view  in  all  work  being  carried  out  on  experimental  and 

demonstration  farms,  and  in  district  work 
Better  Methods —        carried  out  by  all  officers.   It  is  well 
Better  Crops  known  that  the  commitments  of  Nyasaland  de- 

mand an  increase  in  economic  crops  which 
must  largely  be  grown  by  native  cultivators,  especially  along  the  northern 
extension  of  the  railways,  but  district  work  on  such  crops  is  always  accom- 
panied ''oy   efforts  to  improve  the  food  crops  by  the  issue  of  good  seed  and 
by  advice  on  better  methods  of  cultivation.   Such  work  also  is  concomitant 
with  propaganda  and  demonstrations  in  the  maintenance  of  soil  fertility 
in  the  cultivated  lands. 

The  close  relationship  which  must  exist  between  work  on  the  improve- 
ment in  the  diet  of  the  native,  rotation  cropping  with  leguminous  plants, 
organic  manuring,  and  arrangements  for  minimizing  soil  erosion  has  not 
perhaps  been  sufficiently  stressed,  but  travelling  officers  for  the  past 
14  years  have  kept  such  matters  well  in  view.   The  large  staff  now  employed 
by  the  Department  and  the  native  tobacco  board  form  an  organization  whose 
first  aim  is  the  conservation  of  the  soil,  the  greatest  asset  of.  Nyasaland, 
by  all  the  means  at  the  disposal  of  these  men. 

The  principles  of  extension  work  as  laid  down  in  various  treatises 
are  closely  followed  by  officers  of  the  Department  and  the  native  tobacco 
board,  but  a  reference  may  here  be  made  to  the  development  of  small  hold- 
ings or  family  farms.   It  is  well  knownthat 
Family  Farms         training  of  native  community  workers  and 

their  wives  is  carried  on  at  the  Jeanes 
Training  Center  in  such  matters  as  hygiene,  sanitation,  child  welfare, 
care  of  cattle  and  use  of  their  products,  and  in  all  agricultural  and 
forestry  methods  of  proved  value.   Many  of  these  v/orkers  will  eventually 
create  model  small  holdings,  but  their  number  for  many  years  to  come  must 
necessarily  be  limited. 

It  is  maintained  that  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  agriculture 
and  sound  economic  progress  in  most  districts  are  only  possible  when  such 
small  holdings  are  to  be  found  in  large  numbers.   A  start  has  been  made 
with  the  institution  of  model  small  holdings  on  the  Lilongwe  Station,  the 
owners  being  quite  independent  but  under  the  direction  of  the  officer  in 
charge  as  regards  seed,  cultivation,  and  rotations.   Small  holders  also 
in  the  vicinity  of  Zomba  who  have  been  established  for  some  years  on  lease- 
hold and  their  own  freehold  land  are  under  careful  supervision. 

Nyasaland  Protectorate  Annual  Report  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  for  the  year  1936. 
Zomba,  Nyasaland,  1937. 
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PALESTINE 


'■  Work  of  the  Field  Service 

The  activities  of  the  agricultural  service  can  he  said  to  extend 
in  three  main  directions;  first-hand  instruction  to  farmers  through  the 
medium  of  peripatetic  instructors;  the  distribution  and  sale  of  selected 
grain,  vegetable  seedlings,  and  seed  from  agricultural  stations;  and  dem- 
onstrational  work  among  the  more  progressive  farmers.   District  field 
officers  on  their  tours  of  instruction  also  collect  statistics,  distrib- 
ute fertilizers  and  seed  grain,  implements,  disinfecting  tools,  fungicides, 
insecticides,  and  leaflets,  and  generally  endeavor  to  induce  farmers  to 
adopt  more  progressive  methods. 

Demonstration  work  as  an  educational  extension  to  the  agricultural 
station  is  considered  the  soundest  form  of  raising  the  standard  of  agri- 
culture in  the  country.   Hitherto  a  large  number  of  small  plots  widely 

distributed  was  considered  suitable,  but 
Rotation  Demonstra-  the  work  involved  did  not  permit  a  small 
tion  Plots  staff  giving  the  individual  attention  neces- 

sary.  The  number  of  small  plots  has  there- 
fore been  cut  down  considerably,  and  replaced  by  more  extensive  areas. 
There  are  now  37  farms  of  75  dunams  (about  16J-  acres)  throught  the  country, 
demonstrating  a  good  rotation.  All  seed  and  fertilizer  is  supplied  gratis, 
and  implements  loaned. 

In  order  to  secure  a  greater  distribution  of  selected  grain  from 
agricultural  stations,  seed  farms  of  from  100  to  500  d\mams  (22  to  110 
acres)  in  area  were  established.   Farmers  cooperating  are  given  the  seed 
on  the  basis  of  repayment  in  kind  or  cash  after  harvest.   The  total  area 
of  these  farms  is  2,000  dunams  (440  acres). 

Continued  endeavors  were  made  to  bring  about  better  feeding  of 
livestock  in  conjunction  with  the  upgrading  of  stock  by  the  Veterinary 

Service.  With  this  object  in  view,  417 
Better  Livestock  Feeding   plots  varying  in  area  from  5  to  50  dunams 

(l.l  to  11  acres)  each  were  put  down  to  hay. 
The  necessary  seed  mixture  was  supplied  free  of  charge.  The  gratifying 
yields  resulted  in  some  Arab  farmers  sowing  areas  of  as  much  as  250 
dunams  (55  acres)  exclusively  to  hay. 

A  heavy  demand  for  lucerne  and  berseem  seed  is  met  as  far  as  pos- 
sible from  agricultural  stations. 

In  order  to  foster  the  rapidly  growing  potato  industry,  varietal 
tests  carried  out  at  agricultural  stations  are  extended  to  cooperating 
farmers.   One  hundred- and- two  potato  demonstration  plots  were  established. 
The  difficulty  of  securing  imported  seed  in  time  for  mid-September  plant- 
ing under  irrigation  makes  storage  of  potatoes  harvested  in  the  summer 
desirable.   Consequently,  experiments  in  this  connection  are  being 
carried  out  at  agricultural  stations. 
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In  addition  to  the  seed  farms  and  rotation  demonstration  plots, 
16  progressive  farmers  were  issued  chemical  fertilizers  of  varying 
descriptions.   Satisfactory  growth  of  crops  on  the  fertilized  land  has 
brought  cooperating  farmers  to  admit  the  "benefit,  and  has  convinced 
skeptical  neighbors  of  the  efficacy  of  the  treatment. 

Village  notebooks  of  which  one  copy  is  kept  by  the  inspector  of.  the 
subdistrict  with  a  duplicate  in  the  possession  of  village  muktars  (native 
agents  or  attorneys)  are  the  medium  for  the  collection  of  agricultural 
statistics. 

Agricultural  implements  are  loaned  to  farmers  living  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  agricultural  stations,  with  the  result  that  many  of  these  farmers 
have  acquired  similar  machinery.   The  principal  deterrent  against  farmers 
purchasing  agricultural  machinery  is  the  shortage  of  animal  power,  the 
high  cost,  and  lack  of  cooperation. 

-  Palestine  Annual  Report  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  Forests  for  the  year 
ended  March  31,  1936,  by  the  Director  of 
Agriculture  and  Forests.  Jerusalem, 
Palestine. 


Poultry  and  Beekeeping 

Pour  poultry  and  bee  instructors  are  permanently  engaged  in  advis- 
ing and  assisting,  technically,  poultry  farmers  in  solving  problems  of 
hygiene,  housing,  feeding,  rearing,  management,  and  the  like.   This  assist- 
ance is  much  sought  after  by  poultry  farmers  and,  in  order  to  satisfy  all 
demands  for  assistance,  the  number  of  poultry  and  bee  instructors  will  have 
to  bo  increased. 

A  3-month  course  of  practical  instruction  in  poultry  and  beekeeping 
was  held  four  times  during  the  year.   The  courses  were  attended  by  30 

students.   Some  50  applicants  had  to  be  re- 
3-month  Courses       fused  owing  to  shortage  of  teaching  staff. 

Practically  all  the  students  are  now  engaged 
in  poultry  farming,  the  majority  on  their  own  private  farms,  7  as  employees 
on  private  farms,  and  1  as  poultry  instructor  with  the  Jewish  Agency. 

-  Palestine  Annual  Report  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  Forests  for  the  year 
ended  March  31,  1936,  by  the  Director  of 
Agriculture  and  Forests.   Jerusalem. 
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SCOTLAND 


Young  Farmers1   Clubs  National  Association 

Great   interest  has  "been  taken  in  recent  years  in  the  Young 
Farmers'   Clubs  movement,   and  it  has  been  felt  that   the  time  is  ripe 
for  a  greater  measure  of  organization  of  these  activities  in  Scotland. 

At  a  meeting  held  in  the  offices  of  the  Department   of  Agricul- 
ture for  Scotland  on  October  8,   which  was  attended  by  representatives 
of  the  Department,    the   Scottish  Education  Department,    the  Carnegie 
United  Kingdom  Trust,   and  the  three   Scottish  agricultural  colleges,   a 
proposal  to  form  a  national  association  of  clubs  for  young  people  in 
rural  areas  in  Scotland  was  discussed.      It  was  agreed  that  the  setting 
up  of  a  central  body  was  desirable,   with  which  clubs  already  in  exist- 
ence could  be  affiliated,    and  which  would  encourage  the  formation  of 
new  clubs  in  suitable  centers. 

Another  meeting  will  be  held  at   an  early  date  to  consider  the 
constitution  of  the  proposed  national  association  and  to  take  steps 
for  the  formation  of  a  council  composed  of  representatives  of  the 
various  bodies  and  institutions  interested  in  the  movement. 

-     North  British  Agriculturist  and  Farming 
News,   Vol.   89,   No.   42,   October  21,   1937. 
Edinburgh. 


535-38 


-  26 


SWEDEN 


Young  Farmers'  Clubs 

The  Young  Farmers'  Club  movement  in  Sweden  started  just  at  the 
end  of  the  Great  War.  It  was  in  1918  that  the  first  organization  and 
clubs  were  founded. 

The  "Jordbrukare  Ungdomens  Forbund" ,  which  might  be  translated 
"Farming  Youth  Club",  from  1918  to  1925  followed  very  closely  the  American 
pattern  and  was  limited  to  members  between  the  age  of  18  and  25  years,  but 
now  a  new  age  division  has  been  made,  12  to  18  years  old  and  17  to  25  years, 
though  any  member  may  stay  in  the  club  as  long  as  he  or  she  likes  to  do. 
Some  members  are  as  much  as  35  years  old,  but,  as  a  rule,  most  tend  to  drop 
out  of  the  movement  by  the  time  they  get  married  or  move  to  other  districts. 
This  new  age  division  has  been  found  to  be  much  more  easy  to  work. 

At  the  present  time  the  whole  movement  has  some  35,000  members,  and, 
typically,  a  club  consists  of  20  to  60  members  between  12  and  18  years  old, 
run  usually  by  a  Young  Farmer,  a  little  older  than  the  members,  who  acts 

as  club  leader.   He  frequently  gets  some 
Self-help  Stressed      extra  help  in  the  organization  from  an  older 

man,  such  as  the  village  schoolmaster  or 
older  farmer.   The  work  of  the  club  is  mainly  gardening,  this  particularly 
with  the  smaller  children,  and  crop  farming.   Some  clubs,  though  not  many, 
keep  calves  and  pigs.   Strict  record  books  are  kept,  competitions  held, 
and  winter  meetings  for  discussions  and  talks,  but  sometimes  the  club 
members  are  too  scattered  for  many  indoor  meetings.   The  older  members 
usually  grow  some  field  crop,  such  as  wheat,  rye,  mangels,  or  potatoes, 
on  a  small  piece  of  land  of  their  farm — half  an  acre  or  perhaps  an  acre. 
All  the  work  they  do  themselves,  using  their  parents'  horses,  implements, 
and  advice,  and  a  strict  record  is  kept  of  all  operations.   The  crop  is 
charged  with  rent,  horse  labor,  seed,  manures,  and  other  expenses,  and 
finally  sold  at  market  value  to  the  parents  or  through  ordinary  marketing 
channel s . 

Farm  plots  are  run  on  the  small  farms  and  in  this  way  the  members 
learn  a  great  deal  about  arable  farming  technique,  the  use  of  fertilizers 
and  the  importance  of  suitable  seed  stocks.  As  a  rule,  a  large  summer 
festival  is  held,  when  many  clubs  foregather. 

The  second  part  of  the  organization,  what  we  might  call  the  Young 
Farmers'  Union  (Jordbrukare  Ungdomens  Forening) ,  consists  of  members  from 
17  years  to  almost  any  age.  Here  is  a  kind  of  continuation  club  which  has 

a  special  leader,  usually  a  farmer  or  a  vil- 
Continuation  Club       lage  schoolmaster.   It  meets  regularly  during 

the  winter  (September  to  June),  holds  meetings 
to  discuss  farming  problems,  has  competitions  in  milking,  farming,  and  other 
activities  and  is  also  subdivided  into  groups  for  acting,  singing,  gymnastics, 
dancing  (in  which  both  girls  and  boys  take  part),  and  into  groups  for  domestic 
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science,  weaving,  and  other  club  work  for  girls.   The  members,  who  start 
quite  young  in  the  club,  go  on,  when  they  reach  17  or  18,  into  the  Union 
and  gradually  the  club  work  expands  from  its  more  purely  agricultural 
side  into  many  aspects.   Meetings  are  held  in  local  halls,  70  clubs  hav- 
ing built  their  own  premises,  or,  where  no  alternative  accomodation  exists, 
in  the  local  schoolhouse,  which  is  frequently  equipped  with  a  proper  gym- 
nasium^  The  central  administration  receives  a  direct  grant  from  the 
Government,  and  also  grants  from  the  counties  via  local  taxation.   This 
money  is  used  for  general  overhead  office  expenses  and  also  for  paying 
the  salaries  of  the  local  county  club  organizers.   Each  district  has  a 
paid  organizer  who  is  whole-time  attached  to  club  work  and  gives  a  great 
deal  of  help  to  the  hard-worked  club  and  union  leaders,  and  also  visits 
all  members  as  often  as  he  is  able. 

Much  of  the  success  of  the  club  work  has  been  due  to  the  existence 
of  the  whole-time  organizer. 

Finally,  there  is  a  very  close  contact  between  the  Young  Farmers1 
Clubs  and  both  the  folk  high  schools  and  the  farming  schools.   Thus,  there 
is  a  very  complete  system,  and  one  which  is  complete  in  practice  and  not 


only  on  paper. 


-  The  Young  Farmer,  Vol.  9,  No.  3,  September 
1937.   London. 


TANGANYIKA   TERRITORY 


Demonstration  Farms 

In  the  Central  Province,  small  veterinary  demonstration  farms  are 
situated  in  Dodoma,  Kondoa-Irangi ,  and  Singida,  while  the  Mpwapwa  farms 
which  are  demonstrational  and  practical  as  well  as  experimental,  are  also 
in  the  same  Province. 

In  the  Eastern  Province,  the  Bar  es  Salaam  dairy  farm  demonstrates 
to  local  dairymen  economical  methods  of  producing  clean  and  good  milk. 

In  the  Lake  Province,  there  are  two  new  small  departmental  demon- 
stration farms — at  Mwanza  and  Musoma.  Also  there  is  the  small  native 
authority  stock  farm,  at  Ngudu,  under  the  direct  management  of  an  assistant 
livestock  officer. 

In  the  Northern  Province,  the  Mbulu  farm  was  closed,  as  it  was  con- 
sidered to  be  incorrectly  situated  for  its  purpose;  and  so  far  a  new  one 
had  not  been  started  in  its  place. 

In  the  Southern  Highland  Province  the  Njombe  farm  is  still  mainly 
experimental,  but  it  is  hoped  that  very  soon  the  experiments  will  have  pro- 
duced results  worth  demonstrating. 

535-38 


-  28 


In  the  Western  Province  there  is  no  veterinary  demonstration  farm, 
though  assistance  with  their  farms  is  freely  given  to  native  authorities 
and  to  the  education  department.   It  is  proposed  t©  open  a  departmental 
farm  in  the  large  sleeping-sickness  concentration  of  Kakonko  at  an  early 
date.  , 

In  Tanga  Province  some  necessary  hush  clearing  of  land  at  Korogwe 
has  "been  carried  out  as  the  first  step  toward  establishing  a  small  demon- 
stration farm  there. 

The  main  purpose  of  all  the  smaller  farms  is  demonstration  of  the 
practicability  of  keeping  livestock  to  advantage  at  the  same  time  that 
soil  fertility  is  fully  maintained.   They  are  thus  centers  for  anti-erosion 
propaganda.   They  can  also  he  made  to  serve  many  subsidiary  purposes. 

Tanganyika  Territory,  Annual  Report  of  the 
Department  of  Veterinary  Science yand 'Animal 
Husbandry  for  1936.   Dar  es  Salaam,  1937. 


Anti-Erosion  and  Reafforestation 

During  the  present  year  the  agricultural  lecturer  put  a  consider- 
able area  at  Mwasita  under  broad-hased  contour  banks  hy  way  of  a  demonstra- 
tion and  to  prove  the  suitahility  of  this  type  of  anti-erosion  work  to  the 

open  grasslands.   The  results  have  been  care- 
Ridge  Cultivation       fully  watched,  and  such  weaknesses  as  have 
and  Contour  Pelts      "been  noticed  will  he  corrected.  Already  from 

this  demonstration  one  can  learn  that  this 
system  is  extraordinarily  good  for  a  type  of  country  where  there  is  not  a 
large  proportion  of  cultivation,  and  where  sheet  erosion  would  otherwise 
occur. 

Also  during  the  present  year  the  agricultural  officer  dealt  with  a 
considerable  §,rea  of  land  near  Ihadakuli  hy  planting  contour  belts  of 
trees  hounded  hy  hedges  of  manyara  and,  as  this  was  an  area  where  there 
was  a  considerable  proportion  of  cultivation,  he  insisted  upon  the  adop- 
tion of  ridged  cultivation  within  the  area  so  planted.   The  combination  of 
ridge  cultivation  and  contour  tree  plantation  has  proved  an  effective 
means  of  reducing  surface  erosion  even  during  the  first  year  of  its 
existence. 

Most  officers  of  the  provincial  administration  and  of  the  depart- 
ments most  closely  concerned  have  been  given  an  opportunity  to  see  these 
demonstrations,  which  have  heen  visited  hy  various  chiefs.   The  result  has 
been  a  demand  that  similar  demonstrations  he  repeated  at  every  chief's 
headquarters. 

Tanganyika  Territory  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture Annual  Report  for  1936.   Dar  es  Salaam, 
1937. 
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Agricultural  Shows 

For  the  third  year  in  succession  an  agricultural  show  was  held  at 
Ukiriguru.   At  this  show  we  were  pleased  to  have  the  cooperation  of  the 
Veterinary,  Forest,  and  Health  Departments,  the  Nyegezi  Mission,  Mwanza 

Chamber  of  Commerce.   The  demonstrations  of 
20,000  Natives  Attend     all  these  participants  greatly  contributed 

to  the  success  of  the  show  which  was  visited 
"by  20,000  natives.  A  2-day  show  was  held  at  Ibadakuli  in  Shinyanga,  "being 
opened  by  the  provincial  commissioner,  a  former  district  office  of  Shinyanga. 
The  departmental  district  exhibit  which  may  be  briefly  summarized  as  having 
comprised  (l)  implements,  (2)  cotton  packing  and  storing,  (3)  seed  selec- 
tion, (4)  rotation  of  crops,  (5)  advantages  of  more  than  one  cash  crop,  (6) 
the  work  of  the  Lubaga  Experimental  Station  and  (7)  anti-erosion  measures, 
was  ably  supported  by  trade  exhibits  and  exhibits  from  the  Tsetse  Research, 
Veterinary,  Medical,  and  Forest  Departments,  besides  agricultural  exhibits 
from  Biharamulo,  Maswa  and  Kwimba  Districts. 

-  Tanganyika  Territory  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture Annual  Report  for  the  year  1936.  Dar 
es  Salaam,  1937. 


UNION   OF   SOUTH   AFRICA 


Extension  Work  in  Natal  and  East  G-riqualand 
Report  of  the  Cedara  School  of  Agriculture 

The  extension  activity  of  the  school  continues  to  occupy  a  large 
amount  of  the  time  and  attention  of  the  various  officers.   The  following 
figures  briefly  summarize  the  work  done:   Farms  visited,  313;  factories 
visited,  12;  shows  judged,  44;  classes  judged,  980;  farmers'  meetings  and 
lectures,  60,  attendance  thereat,  2,880;  other  meetings  and  conferences, 
30;  articles  for  Press  Service,  34;  articles  for  Farming  in  South  Africa, 
4;  articles  for  scientific  entomology  congress,  and  the  like,  6;  bulletins, 
2;  broadcasting  talks,  3,  and  milk  bars  organized  at  shows,  5. 

Two  farmers'  days  were  held  at  the  school,  the  first  dealing  mainly 
with  pastures  and  their  management,  and  the  second  with  the  utilization  of 
these  pastures  by  livestock  suited  to  the  environment  and  conditions.  The 
total  attendance  was  approximately  350. 

A  clean-milk  week  was  held  in  collaboration  with  the  local  dairy- 
men's association  and  the  city  health  department  authorities.   The  lectures 

and  demonstrations  given  by  various  out  stand- 
Milk  Days  ing  authorities,  apart  from  the  school  staff, 

were  universally  considered  to  be  of  a  high 
standard  and  of  great  value.   The  holding  of  similar  milk  days  is  being 
considered  for  other  centers. 
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An  increasing  number  of  visitors  is  coming  from  all  parts  of  the 
areas  to  study  the  activities  of  the  school,  particularly  those  connected 
with  pasture  investigations.  A  feature  has  "been  the  number  of  visitors 
from  oversea  and  from  East  Africa,  and  it  is  likely  that  visits  from  East 
Africa  may  result  in  the  enrollment  of  students  from  that  area. 

-  Farming  in  South  Africa,  Vol.  12,  No.  141, 
December  1937.   Pretoria,  Union  of  South 
Africa. 


VENEZUELA. 


The  "Regional  Agronome" 

Among  the  activities  of  the  "Regional  Agronome"  is  that  of  visiting 
the  farms  of  the  district  under  his  charge  and  with  his  advice  help  the 
farmer  in  his  various  problems  so  that  he  may  he  ahle  to  live  a  comfortable 
and  pleasant  life,  even  sometimes  useful  and  productive,  by  means  of  his 
daily  work.   It  is  part  of  this  work  to  praise  the  good  which  he  sees  on 
his  visits  as  well  as  to  give  constructive  criticism  of  what  is  deficient 
and  may  be  improved. 

-  El  Agricultor  Venezolano,  Ano  2,  No.  18, 
October  1937.  Venezuela,  S.  A. 


WEST   INDIES 


Peasant  Agriculture  in  Antigua 

In  1936  arrangements  were  made  by  the  Governments  of  Antigua  and 
Montserrat  for  the  Curator,  Department  of  Agriculture,  Montserrat,  to  be 
seconded  for  duty  in  Antigua  as  specialist  agricultural  officer. 

The  newly  appointed  officer  made  a  thorough  survey  of  the  economic 
conditions  of  the  peasantry  on  the  following  broad  lines: 

1.  The  present  economic  position  of  the  agricultural  industries 
of  the  island  and  their  relationship  to  the  peasants. 

2.  The  manner  in  which  peasants  now  obtain  credit  for  advances 
for  carrying  out  field  operations. 

3.  The  practicability  of  devising  a  credit  system  under  which 
peasants  can  obtain  advances. 

4.  The  methods  by  which  crops  are  marketed. 
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5.   The  advantages  to  "be  gained  "by  the  general  application  of  the 
principles  of  cooperation,  and  the  method  of  effecting  such  an  organization. 

As  a  result  of  the  inquiry  on  the  ahovo  lines,  specific  recommenda- 
tions were  made  for  improving  peasant  agriculture  under  the  following  heads: 

1.  The  improvement  of  the  peasant  sugarcane  and  cotton  industries 
"by  providing  "best  planting  material,  credit  system,  "better  transport  facil- 
ities, and  marketing. 

2.  The  fostering  of  a  fruit  and  vegetable  industry  "by  the  establish- 
ment of  a  peasants'  information  "bureau  and  marketing  depot  with  facilities 
for  handling  an  export  trade  in  fruit  and  vegetables. 

3.  The  establishment  of  further  land  settlement  schemes. 


Cotton  Growing  in  Barbuda 

The  agricultural  affairs  of  the  Island  of  Barbuda  received  the; 
attention  of  the  Peasants'  Agricultural  Office  since  its  inception.  After 
a  number  of  interviews  with  Barbuda  people,  while  on  visits  to  Antigua, 
this  office  interested  the  people  in  the  present  scheme  for  peasant  devel- 
opment, with  special  reference  to  the  Sea  Island  cotton  industry. 

The  sanction  of  the  Government  was  obtained  to  make  an  effort  to 
resuscitate  cotton  growing  in  Barbuda,  and  to  this  end  the  agricultural 
instructor  was  sent  over  to  Barbuda  with  cottonseed  for  growers,  who  readily 

started  to  clear  lands  and  cultivate  their 
Cottonseed  Distribution   grounds  for  cotton  growing.  During  the  cotton 

inspector's  visit,  lectures  were  given  on  the 
best  methods  of  cultivation  and  the  control  of  insect  pests,  the  Government 
keeping  a  stock  of  paris  green  for  controlling  attacks  of  the  cotton  worms. 
In  August,  200  pounds  of  selected  cottonseed  were  distributed  to  133  growers, 
who  planted  their  plots  immediately.   In  spite  of  abnormally  heavy  rains, 
the  progress  of  the  plots  was  satisfactory. 

The  start  made  to  revive  cotton  planting  in  Barbuda  is  very  encour- 
aging and  should  prove  of  the  greatest  monetary  value  to  this  island,  whose 
agriculture  has  fallen  to  a  very  low  standard  during  the  past  few  years. 

-  Report  of  the  Agricultural  Department  of 
Antigua,  1936.   Issued  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Agriculture,  1937.  Antigua,  British 
West  Indies. 


Agricultural  Education  in  St.  Vincent 

The  field  assistant  continued  to  visit  peasants  in  the  various  dis- 
tricts for  the  purpose  of  discussing  their  problems  and  giving  advice  with 

535-38 


-  32  - 


regard  to  the  cultivation  of  their  crops.   Advice  was  also  given  "by  other 
officers  of  the  Department  from  time  to  time,  "but  there  are  no  general 
agricultural  instructors  attached  to  the  Department  entirely  devoted  to  in- 
structional work.   Information  as  to  the  method  of  planting,  cultivation, 
reaping,  and  handling  of  bananas  was  given  by  the  instructor  for  the 
"banana  industry  and  two  field  assist  ants.  The  acreage  planted  by  peasants 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  more  than  100  acres. 

-  Report  of  the  Agricultural  Department  of  St. 
Vincent  for  the  year  1936.  Advisory  Depart- 
ment of  the  Imperial  College  of  Tropical 
Agriculture,  Kingstown,  St.  Vincent  Island, 
1937. 
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